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CHAPTEE IL

Innocent and the Empire,

THE Empire, now vacant, might seem to invite the
vacancy of commanding interposition of Innocent. It
the Empire. Opene(j almost a wider field for the ambition
of the Pope, and for those exorbitant pretensions tc
power which disguised themselves as tending to pro-
mote peace and order by expanding the authority of
the Church, than Italy itself But it was not so easy
to reconcile these vast demands for what was called
spiritual freedom, but which was in fact spiritual do-
minion, with the real interests of Germany. The
prosperity, the peace of the Empire depended on the
strength, the influence, the unity of the temporal
power; the security, the advancement of the Papacy
on its weakness and its anarchy. A vigorous and tin-
contested Sovereignty could alone restrain the con-
flicting states, and wisely and temperately administered,
might advance the social condition of Germany. At all
events, such sovereignty was necessary to spare the
realm from years of civil war, during which armed
adventurers grew up, from their impregnable castles
warring against each other, defying all government,
wasting the land with fire and sword, preventing cul-
ture, inhibiting commerce, retarding civilisation. But
a powerful Emperor had always been found formidable
to the Church, at least to the temporal rule of the
Papaej; his claims to Italian dominion were only sus*